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Nukes, warming pushing

us closer to doomsday

Global Catastrophe Very Probable, Say Scientists

Tom Bawden

he end of the world has
come a lot closer in the
past three years, with ev-

ery single person now in °

danger as climate change and nu-
clear weapons pose an escalating
threat, according to the scientists
behind the Doomsday Clock, a

symbolic measure which counts

down to armageddon.

They moved the minute-hand
of their 68-year-old concept clock
forward by two minutes on Friday,
showing a time of three minutes
to 12, to reflect the fact that the
“probability of global catastrophe
isvery high”.

“Today, unchecked -climate
change and a nuclear arms race re-
sulting from modernization of
huge arsenals pose extraordinary
and undeniable threats to the con-
tinued existence of humanity,” said
Kennette Benedict, executive direc-
tor of the Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists in Chicago, the group of
scientists which set the clock.

“And world leaders have failed
toact with thespeed oron thescale
required to protect citizens from
potential catastrophe. These fail-
ures potentially endanger every
personon Earth,” sheadded.

Although the clock isessential-
ly a barometer, it is set by a team
that includes 17 Nobel Prize win-
ners and is taken very seriously.

The committee pointed out
that greenhouse gas emissions

® G. Baden/Corbis

TIME BOMB: Experts have moved the Doomsday clock, a 68-year-old concept
clock counting down to armageddon, ahead by 2 minutes

have soared by 50% since 1990,

while more than £660 billion of in-

vestment floods into fossil fuel in-
frastructure every year.

“The resulting climate change
will harm millions and threaten
key ecological systems on which
civilization relies,” said commit-
tee member Richard Somerville.

Thereportalsoraised consider-
able concerns about nuclear weap-
ons. “Since the end of the Cold War;
therehasbeenacautiousoptimism
about the ability of nuclear weap-
on states to keep the nuclear arms
race in check,” said Sharon Squas-
soni, a member of the clock com-
mittee, “That optimism has essen-
tially evaporated in the face of two

trends: sweeping nuclear weapon
modernization programmes and a
disarmament machinery that has
ground toa halt.”

The clock was established in
1947, with a debut time of 7 min-
utes to 12, after the atomic bombs
hit Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The
latest change is the 19th time the
minute hand has been moved —
sometimes forward and some-
times backwards — most recently
in 2012 when it was pushed forw-
ard byaminute, again onconcerns
about climate change and nuclear
arms. The last time the clock read
three minutes to midnight was in
1983 when “US-Soviet relations
wereat their iciest”. THEINDEPENDENT
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11Sc festival Pravega 2015 from January 31
Bengaluru, Jan 24, 2015, DHNS:

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/455380/iisc-festival-pravega-2015-january.html

Pravega 2015, the annual technical, science and cultural fest of the Indian Institute of Science (11Sc), will
be held from January 31 to February 1.

A number of events ranging from technical competitions to cultural programmes, covering subjects such as
physics, chemistry, mathematics, biology, engineering have been planned. Besides, several new events such as
machine learning challenges, an idea presentation and literary decathlons have been scheduled too.
Performances from popular acts such as the Indian Ocean are also on the cards.

The fest will also have a lecture series open to the public, where three eminent personalities will speak.

An interaction between industry and academia is a popular aspect of the event that will feature talks by various
representatives of companies such as Airbus, Microsoft, 3M and GE (General Electric).

Record 11% from IIT-B join start-ups

Hindustan Times (Mumbai)

MUMBAI: More than 25 startup companies participated in the first phase of Indian Institute of Technology,
Bombay (I1T-B) placements season. But what is more significant is that nearly 11% of the total number of
students who got jobs joined these companies — the highest number ever.

Start-ups are newly created companies, which are in a phase of development and in search for markets.

During the first phase held in December 2014, 109 students out of the total 1,004 placed joined the startups. In
the previous year (December 2013), 62 — 7% of 898 students who got placed — were hired by start-ups.

“We never had so many students opting for start-ups and getting placed during the first phase. These companies
were popular because they have interesting profiles and offered decent packages,” said Avijit Chatterjee,
professor in charge, placements, 1IT-Bombay.

1,670 studenls reg stered
far placements in the
first phase

1004 students securad
placements

109 students tred by
start=ups

Start-ups such as Olacabs hired around 50 students and Flipkart hired 20 students from the campus this year.
Flipkart was established in 2007, while Olacabs was established by IIT alumnus in 2010 .

“A lot of the recruiters from the start-ups are 11T-B alumni and they know exactly what they are looking for.
These companies are offering competitive salaries ranging from Rs10-17 lakh per annum, and many are
offering stock options,” said Mohak Mehta, placement manager, 11T-B.
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Anurag Kumar, a BTech student of civil engineering, who got placed at Olacabs, said, “Olacabs came to
campus on the third day of placements with an offer of a good package. | always wanted to work for a non-core
company, and with advice from seniors that working with start-ups could give us more exposure and diversified
profiles, | preferred the start-up over other big companies.”

Around 60% of the students registered at 11T-B, who were eligible to take part in the first phase of placements,
secured jobs. As many as 1,670 students registered for placements of which 1,004 got placed. This also means
there was a 11% rise in the number of students who got placed this time compared with December 2013, when
around 898 students got placements in the first phase.

According to the placement analysis of 1IT-B accessed by HT , the biggest chunk — 189 students — were
placed from the electrical engineering department. However, the computer science department registered the
highest percentage — 93% — of students who were placed. Also, most of the students got placed through start-
ups belonging to Information & Technology (50 students) and analytics (15), while engineering and technology
firms (13), consulting firms (14), sales and marketing (9) saw an increase in takers.

Around 77 % of the students (209 out of 270) pursuing dual degree course (BTech + M.Tech) got placed. While
around 75 % of BTech students (384 out of 510 registered) got placed, only 10% of the PhD students (12 out of
120) got placed during the first phase.

“According to our estimates, more than 300 of the registered students will opt for higher studies or may have
other plans such as setting up their own enterprises, joining a family business and thus may not actively
participate in the programme,” Mehta said.

Phase two of the campus placements will be conducted between January and June. “The numbers of students
getting placed in start-ups will further increase because we are going to invite more such firms for the second
phase,” Mehta said.



